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“Jesus answered them, and said, My doctrine is not mine, but his that 
sent me. If any man will do his will, he shall know of the doctrine, 
whether it be of God, or whether I speak of myself."—Sr. JoHn vu: 16, 17. 
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DISCOURSE BY ELDER DAVID MCKENZIE. 


THE following discourse on the “Importance of Revelation” was delivered 
by Elder David McKenzie in the Tabernacle, Salt Lake City, January 13, 
1895. 

My beloved brethren and sisters, it has fallen to my lot this afternoon 
to occupy this stand. How long I may address you will depend upon the 
amount of your faith and influence that I may receive, and of the inspira- 
tion of the Holy Spirit that I shall enjoy. Having been called to occupy 
this position, and having, as I believe, quite a degree of faith in the 
authority of the Holy Priesthood, I do expect to be endowed with a 
portion of light and intelligence while I am acting in this capacity 
that may probably do some of us, at least, some of the good that we 
require. 

Our presence in this assembly would seem to indicate on our parta 
desire to be enlightened: in those things that more immediately pertain 
to our religious and moral obligations. We certainly did not come here 
this afternoon to discuss politics; neither did we come expecting to be 
enlightened on propositions affecting exclusively our business interests ; 
but in accordance with our religious training we have assembled here 
that we might lay aside our temporalities and devote a goodly degree of 
our attention to the obligations we are under to learn and to do the will 
of God our Heavenly Father. This, at any rate, I think is the feeling that 
should inspire every worshiper who has assembled in this Tabernacle on 
this occasion. 

The position that the Latter-day Saints occupy in the world is unique. 
We stand here representing the only true Church of Christ. We represent 
tothe children of men that we have received the oracles of the Holy 


| 
| 


178 LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


Priesthood, and that the administration of that Priesthood is in the hands 
of those who have received that authority direct from our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ in this generation. We do not make this assertion 
without believing it. We have not embraced this faith simply because 
we consider it the most tenable; but we have embraced it because we 
believe it in its entirety, and by believing and obeying it have received 
the Holy Ghost, which has borne testimony to us of the truth of the 
teachings that we have accepted. We, therefore, in the name of that 
Jesus whom we serve, and being entrusted with a mission from Hin, call 
upon all the children of men to give heed to the glorious intelligence, that 
God has spoken from the heavens in these last days, and has called upon 
all men everywhere to repent of their sins, to be baptized for the remission 
of them, and to receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. 

It has always been a marvel to me why the children of men regard this 
invitation with so much indifference, and how little interest it seems to 
possess for them; and I try to discover the reasons for this indifference. 
Certainly there is nothing of greater importance to the inhabitants of the 
earth than such a message—a message emanating from our Father in 
Heaven, through our Lord and Savior, commanding all of us to repent of 
our sins, to be baptized for the remission of them, and to receive those 
blessings that will qualify us for exaltation in the celestial kingdom. For 
the sake of illustration, if you will indulge me a short time, I will give 
you a little of my own experience, to show how this testimony may reach 
every heart. 

Forty-two years ago, religion was a subject that possessed no attraction 
for me. I was not then a believer in the Bible, nor in the divinity of Christ. 
I had been brought up with associates who affected scepticism. I say 
“affected” it, because I believe, like myself, they never looked far into the 
subject of religion. One day I read an editorial in the “Family Herald,” 
a London paper, headed “Live for an Object,” and it impressed itself very 
deeply upon my mind. The gist of the argument was something like 
this: “Every young man should set before him an object in life. If he 
would live for that object and make all other things bend to its attainment, 
there was hardly anything under the sun that he might not accomplish.” 
I read and re-read the article. Jt seemed to fill me with a desire to live 
for an object. And I went to work to consider what object I would live 
for. The first thought that came into my mind was that the object I 
ought to live for should be to learn and to do the will of God. But I did 
not believe in religion. I thought there was no truth in Christianity; 
that it had been instituted for the purpose of aggrandizing a few and 
holding the masses in bondage and superstition. Then I replied to that 
thoughtthis way: “It may be true, however, although I don’t understand 
it.” Having reached this conclusion, I made up my mind that there was 
only one way to find that matter out, and that was to go on my knees, in 
humility, to the God that I believed existed and was the hearer and 
answerer of prayer. I prayed to Him night after night and day after day, 
the burden of my prayer being, “O Lord, if there is any truth in Christi- 
anity, put it into my heart to understand it.” I attended religious 
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meetings. If I were to tell you frankly the truth, I would say that the 
result was the more I listened to the preachers the less I liked them. I 
attended deistical meetings; [ liked them. Atheistical meetings I could 
not endure. But I kept up my prayers, and abstained from all evil 
associations. I remember the first tangible answer that I got to my 
prayers. I went to my lodgings one night, in the year 1853, (I had never 
heard of the Latter-day Saints up to that time) and in going into my room 
I saw a bound volume lying on my bed. It had been left by a stranger 
seeking lodgings. I picked it up and found it was entitled “Orson Pratt’s 
Pamphlets.” I commenced perusing the book. I opened at “The 
Absurdities of Immaterialism.” Had the Pamphlet been written to meet 
the needs of my mind on that occasion, it could not have been better 
written. I was then studying a work called “Cooper’s Analysis of the 
Holy Scriptures.” He was an unbeliever and was attempting to show the 
impossibility of the Bible being the Word of God, because it apparently 
contradicted itself in so many places with regard to the personality of the 
Deity. “The Absurdities of Immaterialism” met every point. I read it 
through witha relish. I turned to another pamphlet and another, and 
still another. I cannot describe my feelings at that time. To my intense 
astonishment, when [ got through and thought [ would retire to rest, I 
found it was nearly six o'clock in the morning. I had been reading the 
whole night and was filled with a spirit that I had never known the 
like of before. Of course, it was a marvel to me what itall meant. I knelt 
down and thanked God there and then for hearing and answering my 
prayer ; for the germ of life and light had entered into my soul according 
to my desires. And I firmly believe that unless I had earnestly desired 
the truth, it would never have so impressed itself upon me. 

You will excuse me for speaking about myself; but I wanted to illustrate 
this fact stated by the Apostle, that “If any of you lack wisdom, let him 
ask of God, who giveth to all men liberally and upbraideth not; and it 
shall be given him.” 

Some people say that revelation from God is incredible, because 
unnecessary, and unnecessary because the Creator has endowed us with 
the light of reason, which, if we will listen to its dictates and give heed 
to its instructions, will form for us all the religious and moral obligations 
that He will require of us, Now this sounds very nicely. It is the creed 
of the moral philosopher. Let us examine it for a minute ortwo. Man- 
kind from time immemorial] have undoubtedly received so much instruc- 
tion, so much divine assistance—whether they acknowledge it or not, 
—that to-day it is very difficult, if at all possible, to ascertain what reason 
unassisted could accomplish for the children of men. Thereis one way we 
night get an answer to this query, says, Soame Jenyns, and that would 
be by visiting those portions of the earth, where revelation has never 
penetrated, or, if it has penetrated, where it has been rejected, and 
mankind have fallen into a lower state of degradation than they were at 
the first. If we go into those parts of the earth, we will find those men 
possessed of as much sagacity and reason as we are in possession of, and 
yet devoid of light enough to know how to manufacture even a nail or a 
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hatchet, let alone to form a religion or a set of moral obligations. This 
would seem to denote that if men are not possessed of sufficient light in 
themselves to commence in the most trifling matters pertaining to civili- 
zation, it would be absolutely out of their power to form for themselves 
what could be considered a code of moral Jaws. Wherever revelation has 
not penetrated, so far from finding men qualified to frame their religious 
obligations in such a way as would be acceptable to the Almighty, we find 
that, although they are possessed with original capacities equal with our 
own, they have made no advance whatever in civilization. What satis- 
factory reason then can be given why the European nations, for example, 
should have made such progress in government, in laws, in manufactures, 
in education, in metaphysics, in philosophy, separated only by seas and 
mountains from another set of people who have made no advance through 
all the corresponding ages—what true reason, I ask, can we assign why 
barbarians have made no progress, while other men all around them have 
made so much? Dr. Taylor, the author of an essay called, “The Natural 
History of Society,” says that we have no history of any race of savages 
that have ever civilized themselves. None have ever been brought into a 
civilized condition only by the assistance and advice of those already 
civilized. On the other hand, he says, men have from time to time visited 
savage races, and although they have kept up no constant intercourse 
with them, but have visited them from time to time, they find that the 
savages continue in pretty much the same condition as they left them. 
And what is the direct conclusion to be reached in these cases? It is this: 
that these people must forever continue in their degradation until they 
are sufficiently enlightened and instructed by others who possess enlight- 
ment. 

If this be true, how shall we account for the first of the human family 
becoming civilized? Wherever this civilization has not penetrated we 
find men but little exalted above the brutes—without government, 
without laws, without legislation. How will we account for the first 
introduction of these things among the children of men? If, as many 
believe, the first human pair were but little advanced above the brutes, 
how did civilization commence with them? So far as our observation and 
experience extend, we find civilization impossible without a communication 
received from those already civilized and enlightened. In the case of our 
first parents, how therefore without revelation could they ever have 
advanced even one step toward civilization? In the common course of 
events we see this brought to pass by the agency of civilized men; but 
inasmuch as there were none on the earth then, how shall we account for 
the introduction in the first instance of those gifts and acquirements? We 
see that men are competent to advance in science, in civilization, after 
they have first been set upon the track, and having received the first 
elements they become more or less qualified for the advances that we see 
have been reached. But it is demonstrated by history and by observation 
that the first foundations thereof must have been laid in revelation. As 
there was no man on earth to communicate this knowledge to the first 
pair, it must have come from God, or from some superior being. © 
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All admit freely enough that man could not create himself. Conse- 
quently, his existence upon the earth demonstrates that he must have had 
a creator. By parity of reasoning, since we see that civilization exists; 
for we have a living monument to that effect before our eyes; and 
inasmuch as it could not orginate itself, it is a proof of the same character 
and of equal weight, that the foundations of civilization must have been 
laid by revelation from God. 

The message that is sent forth to the world to-day is ‘embodied in the 
words that were given through the Prophet Joseph Smith to certain Elders 
who were collected together to hear the mind and will of God. “Go ye 
into all the world and preach the Gospel; he that believeth and is baptized 
shall be saved, and he that believeth not shall be damned; and these 
signs shall follow them that believe.” That was the burden of the 
message that was laid upon those servants of the Most High God; 
and when it was given by our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, He 
prefaced that message with these words, “And I say unto you as I 
said unto mine apostles”—evidently referring to that period of time when 
He was upon the earth in Jerusalem. One of our most learned negatists, 
Colonel Ingersoll, while he admits the historical facts of the life of Jesus 
Christ, takes occasion to deny that Jesus ever uttered those words, as 
recorded by the evangelist. Latter-day Saints can form their own 
judgment of this. They have, through the Prophet Joseph Smith, the 
testimony of the Savior, that he did say “as I said unto mine apostles,” 
thus giving the direct lie to Colonel Ingersoll. 

The Colonel further declares that “for the man Jesus he gladly pays the 
homage of his admiration and his tears.” What a saying is this to come 
from the lips of an unbeliever? Yet he is constrained to utter it by the 
weight of historical evidence; for there is no fact better demonstrated in 
our day than that Jesus did live; did perform the mighty works that are 
ascribed to Him; and was a great moral Teacher, and Ingersoll is compelled 
to acknowledge it. He therefore gladly pays the homage of his admiration 
and his tears “to that grand and serene man, Jesus Christ,” although in the 
same breath he denies His relationship to the Deity. He looks upon Jesus, 
so far as His being the Son of God is concerned, as an arrant impostor. 
What do you think of this? Is there a man that claims to be a Latter-day 
Saint who, if in his heart he believed Joseph Smith to be an impostor, 
would pay him the homage of his admiration and his téars? No, there is 
not. While we might respect his teachings we would never forget the 
fact that he was an impostor, and that would overcome all such emotions as 
admiration and tears. Surely such “homage” is only sounding brass and 
tinkling cymbal. 

[TO BE CONTINUED.} 


FACTS AND EVENTS. 


Imitation mother-of-pear! is one of the latest products of invention. It is manufactured 
by dissolving gun cotton or other nitrocellulose substances in afoohol and ether, and 


spreading the solution over the surface of wood, paper, glass, porcelain, or metal, when 
the solvent evaporates leaving a film of the imitation pearl. 
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THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


THURSDAY, MARCH 21, 1895. 


THE MISSIONARIES. 


THE missionary system of the Latter-day Saints is a wonder to all those 
who become acquainted with the facts concerning it. Brought up with 
the idea that preaching is a profession as much to be remunerated as 
that of law, medicine, or teaching, the members of other churches are 
struck with amazement when they are told that the Elders of the Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, instead of receiving compensation for 
their missionary services, bear their own expenses while away from home. 

The inquiry naturally springs up: What is there in the religion of this 
peculiar people that commands such intense devotion from its adherents? 
It is a rare instance to hear of a member of any other church who is 
willing to devote several years of his life without pay for the promulga- 
tion of the doctrines of his creed; nothing is more common among the 
Saints. Every boy born of Mormon parents who comes to manhood is 
liable to be asked if he will leave home, friends, and worldly ambition, 
for a season, and go to a nation in which he is an entire stranger—perhaps 
unable to speak the language—and preach the Gospel of Christ. While 
there*is no compulsion attending the call, it is only in rare instances that 
anyone refuses to respond to it. 

There must be something more than a passing notion in the minds of 
these young men that causes them to enlist in the army of Christ. It is 
not by strains of martial music, or the promise of worldly advancement that 
they are induced to go; nor is it the fear of punishment, which constrains 
them; but the consciousness that it is right for them to go. God blesses 
them according to their faith, and testifies to their souls that He sanctions 
their labors and recognizes their sacrifices. 

Go to any other religious body and ask for three or four hundred 
members to preach the Gospel to heathen nations; tell them that those 
who undertake the work must do so freely, trusting in God to take care 
of them and open the way for them to reach the hearts of the people; 
ask such, if you find them, whether they have faith to go, though they 
have received but a common education, and have not prepared themselves 
to become preachers; tell the officers of such a church that each succeed- 
ing year as many more will be wanted under like conditions, until] all the 
world has heard the Gospel: what answer would be given? Is there a 
denomination besides the Latter-day Saints that can muster faith to do 
all this? This alone is sufficient evidence to show where the Church of 
Christ is, and who His true followers are. 
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God does not forsake his servants who are willing to trust him. When 
the Elders preach the first principles of the Gospel they promise 
a knowledge of its truth to those who will faithfully obey ; Suppose an 
honest-hearted person should yield obedience, but fail to receive the 
promised testimony through the inspiration of the Holy Ghost; would he 
not expose the imposture? However, such cases do not occur, because the 
Lord verifies His promise, that those who obey shall obtain. Though He 
leaves many things to the faith of his children, yet He gives manifestations 
of His divine approval to the extent that those who desire sincerely to 
know of Him can do so. 

What a joy it givesan Elder when He thus witnesses the goodness of 
God towards him. A feeling comes over him that he is willing to devote 
his whole life to the cause if necessary. This he can very well afford to 
do as there is a sure promise of eternal life through endurance to the end. 
Many of the missionaries, perbaps all of them, feel at the close of their 
mission that it would not be so hard as it appeared at first should they 
now be called to spend a longer time in the service of their Master. They 
know that God has been with them, and has made the time pass by 
rapidly and pleasantly to them: They can go home with the blessings of 
heaven following them, the welcome greetings of friends awaiting 
them, and feel more joyful on meeting their family because of the separa- 
tion they have experienced. 

It is a pleasure to meet such men; they carry an influence with them 
that partakes of the divine. The feelings manifested by them and towards 
them are unknown outside of the Gospel. Association with them for a 
few days makes it appear that a person has known them all his life. It 
is not only the Saints who are drawn towards them, but strangers who 
become acquainted with the Elders are compelled to acknowledge the 
uprightness of their character. Prejudice flies ere acquaintance has been 
very long cultivated. Did the whole world know the truth concerning 
the lives and sacrifices of the missionaries sent out by the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints, and understand the motives that inspire these 
humble servants of God, there would be a revolution in sentiment towards 
them, and they would be assisted in their efforts to proclaim the truth. 
The labor they are performing is bearing fruit; while each one’s efforts 
seem small, yet in the aggregate the results are wonderful. The Gospel 
must “be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations.” This 
apparently impossible task will be accomplished through the patient and 
humble exertions of just such men as are now in the different nations 
preaching the Gospel of Christ. B. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


SPRINGVILLE, Utan Co., UTan, FEBRUARY 28; 1895. 
PresiDENT A. H. Lunn, 
BROTHER: 
REFLECTIONS carry me back to the mission field of England. What 
thoughts it awakens! The feet of Apostles and Elders of the Church of 
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Jesus Christ have trodden its soil, bearing the news of glad tidings, during 
a period of more than half a century. It is no small thing to bea 
messenger of salvation, or proclaim principles of heavenly origin that lead 
man back to his Maker. What a sense of responsibility lies in the duty 
of warning men of impending judgment, and yet the work means to be 
misjudged of men, to incur their contumely, endure their scorn, to be 
repulsed, hated and despised, to have the righteous desires of the heart 
set down to motives of imposture. Such ordeals test the patience and 
endurance of an elder. To have the door thrust against one while 
delivering tracts from door to door, to be disdainfully sent, away and 
forbidden to leave more of such deluding falsehoods, are cutting to a 
sensitive mind, but such treatment the faithful elder must educate himself 
to endure, and my experience in mission work in England educated me so 
thoroughly in the endurance of reproach, that when the finger of scorn 
was pointed at me I stretched myself and felt, if possible, rather taller 
than ordinary. Always of a sensitive nature I learned from experience to 
bear reproach with a perfect calmness and serenity even under tumult and 
uproar. The sacrifices of our elders were they only known among nations 
where they labor would induce sympathy for them and doubtless open the 
hand of benevolence to administer to their necessities, but for some, 
perhaps, unaccountable reason, the purest motives are misunderstood, 
even by men of learning and culture, and while this is so access to the 
educated classes must remain closed, but this should, by no means, 
diminish persistent labor, for it is as much a duty to preach the Gospel 
when there is an almost universal rejection of it as when thousands are 
being baptized into the fold. When the Apostles introduced the Gospel 
into England the people flocked in large numbers for baptism. The 
subsequent labors of the Elders have generally been as diligent as theirs, 
but the harvest had largely been gathered, and the same diligence now, 
so far as increase is concerned, reaps little reward. On looking over the 
missionary appointments of our little town (Springville) I find ten . 
missionaries in the field laboring respectively as follows:—In Australia 
and New Zealand four, in England one, in Ireland one, and in the 
Southern States four. The brethren in the Australian mission are all 
young, unmarried men, and we have one unmarried elder in England, 
from all of whom we hear occasionally of the devoted, self-sacrificing 
spirit which actuates them. Oneof my sons, Charles D. Evans Jr.,, is 
among the Southern States Elders. Thus is the Gospel being rapidly 
spread, and, perhaps, as in the time of the ancient Apostles, our Elders 
will not have preached to all nations until the Son of manis come. A 
word now about home. The cheering work of the quorums of the Holy 
Priesthood here and of the study of theology by them is preparing many 
of the young men of Zion }for mission work, both at home and abroad, 
and with such opportunities, doubtless, no period has ever been as well 
supplied with facilities for the diffusion of Gospel light. Yet millions, 
even in Bible Christendom, have not heard the voicejof an Elder, and 
millions will pass to the spirit world to hear the message from the lips of 
the Elders of this dispensation. One of the causes operating here against 
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the reception of the Gospel, by outsiders, is scepticism. The United States 
nation has been struck by a tidal wave of unbelief largely induced by the 
teachings of the noted Ingersoll. Infidels dwell with persistency upon the 
imperfect account of the trial, condemnation, death and resurrection of 
Jesus, and one would suppose that they took it for granted that the 
Apostles were historians like Josephus or Macauley, while they were 
generally of the illiterate class and, presumably, had never before taken 
pen to make history, to say nothing of one so important as the life of the 
Savior of mankind. At best the New Testament history is but fragmentary, 
and how much of the narrative of the Apostles may never have reached us 
cannot be conjectured. Reference to the lost books of the Jewish prophets 
proves that even the old Testament, itself, is but fragmentary. In view 
of these facts it is no wonder that converts in Utah are few. Our great 
work at home is with Zion’s rising sons who are generally very intelligent 
and need only proper training to keep them in the way of truth. The 
awful apostasy of centuries to which we may safely charge all departures 
from the fundamental truths of the Gospel has been the one great cause 
of agnosticism in the latter days, and in view of the conflict in the creeds 
of modern Christendom, bewilderment of mind and doubt in the Holy 
Scriptures leads from accountability to God and often to dissipation and 
voluptuousness, while salaried ministers, reposing in a life of ease, please 
the ear by their glib-tongued oratory, but lack the power of godliness. 
On looking earnestly at the picture which the world presents, the scene is 
one of most awful significance, and the downfall of the churches of Chris- 
tendom seems imminent as the ministers of this nation already complain 
that the pews are vacated while their occupants are the votaries of 
Sabbath day pleasure and revelry. CHaRLEs D. Evans. 


LONDON CONFERENCE. 


Tue London Conference convened at 36 Penton Street, Islington, 
London, on Sunday, February 24, 1895. There were present: Anthon H. 
Lund, President of the European Mission; N. L. Morris, President of, and 
S. Wayment, H. M. Dinwoodey, A. J. Seare, A. C. Morris, 8. H. Winters, 
H. A. Tuckett, A. E. Jarman, E. Bennion, A. P. Kesler, H. C. Overson, E. 
J. Winder, C. Wood, Jr., and C. B. Strong, Traveling Elders in, the London 
Conference. 

At the three meetings held during the day, the Elders who were called 
upon to speak did so with a feeling of freedom, which they manifested in 
_ the clear and concise manner in which they explained the principles of the 
Gospel, and in the testimonies they bore. 

At the evening meeting several strangers being present, President Lund 
spoke upon “The Existence and Personality of God,” and also upon the 
“Power of the Spirit of God.” 

A good spirit was enjoyed‘at all the meetings, and all present felt that 
they had truly been fed with the Bread of Life. 

At] the afternoon meeting the general authorities of the Church aid of 
the European Mission, and the President and Traveling Elders of the 
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London Conference, were presented and unanimously sustained. Presi- 
dent Morris read the report of the statistics and labors of the Elders for 
the six months ending February 24, as follows: Seventies 14; Elders 28; 
Priests 24; Teachers 6; Deacons 14; members 450; total officers and mem- 
bers 536. Tracts distributed 7,468; street meetings 31; hall meetings 158; 
cottage meetings 33; Gospel conversations 855; books loaned 45; books 
sold 72; books given away 83. Baptisms 11; confirmations 11; adminis- 
trations 76; children blessed 7; ordinations 4; removed 2; received 1; 
emigrated 6; died 4. 

On Monday worning a Priesthood meeting was held when the Elders 
gave in a report of their labors and expressed their feelings as to the best 
means for the promulgation of the Truth among the people. They received 
advice and instructions from Presidents Lund and Morris. 

On the following day (Tuesday) the Elders and Saints with a few friends 
spent several hours in the evening in the capacity of a social gathering 
which was a very ¢ enjoyable time. Wa. G. Bavos, Clerk. 


THE EFFICACY OF PRAYER. 


**Sweet hour of prayer, sweet hour of prayer, 
That calls me from a world of care, 

And bids me at my Father’s throne 

Make all my wants and wishes known.” 

All Christians believe in a Supreme Ruler—a Being whom they should 
worship. They obtain this belief through tradition and reason; they are 
taught it from infancy. This All-wise Creator giveth them life, food, and 
raiment; in fact, ajl that pertains to the sustenance of mankind and 
every creature in the animal kingdom comes from the hands of our 
Heavenly Father. How thankful we should be to such a kind beneficent 
Provider! Our hearts should be lifted heavenward in prayer and songs 
of praise for His goodness and mercy towards us. 

To enjoy the blessing of prayer and realize it to the uttermost extent, 
we must be meek and humble, and devoted to all things of a godly nature, 
and offer our petitions to the Throne of Grace in the name of Jesus Christ, 
our Savior, whose blood atoned for our sins, and who paved the way that 
we might enter eternal life. 

Mankind are prone to commit sin. The road to destruction is so broad, 
the path to eternal life so narrow, it seems impossible for man to fil] his 
mission upon earth without being tainted with sin. All around are for- 
bidden fruits—temptations of various kinds. To shun them is no easy 
task. It requires faith and prayer, and a determined effort, to overcome. 
By the help of the Lord, through earnest ‘prayer, we can withstand 


temptations and avoid the snares of the adversary. All we who believe 


in the atonement of Christ know that we have committed sin, and as a 
means by which our transgressions can be forgiven we petition our 


Heavenly Father in prayer. When we offend our brother or sister, how- 


ever, we have also to ask their forgiveness. 
In Holy Writ we read that Hannah, the wife of Elkanah, being barren, 


' petitioned the Lord for a son. She promised that if her request should 


| 
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be granted she would devote him unto the Lord all the days of his life. 
Her prayer was answered, and a son was born, whom she called Samuel ; 
he was a Nazarite. Al) who have read his history know what a righteous 
man he proved to be—a prophet of the Lord. 

Hezekiah, King of Judah, being sick unto death, prayed earnestly unto 
the Lord for a prolongation of his life; his desire was granted, and fifteen 
years were added thereto. | 

Through faith and prayer the three Hebrew children were preserved from 
the effects of the fiery furnace; not even a hair of their heads was singed, 

In the days of Darius, a decree was issued that if any man for the space 
of thirty days should ask a petition of God or man, save of the king, he 
should be cast into the lions’ den. The young man Daniel continued to | 
pray daily. This breach of the statute being reported to the king, “the 
law of the Medes and the Persians” was enforced. The youth that had 
proved true to his God was thrown into the lions’ den; but through his 
faith in God he was preserved from the savage animals. 

After James the Apostle was put to death, the Apostle Peter was 
imprisoned and would have met a similar fate had it not been for the 
faith and prayers of the Saints. He was released by an angel. Through 
the prayers of Cornelius he received a visit from an angel who directed 
him to send for Peter who should tell him words whereby he and his 
household should be saved. ~ 

Many other instances could be cited of the efficacy of prayer. It is a 
beautiful principle to dwell upon. Prayer is soul-inspiring to the for- 
saken, consoling to the broken-hearted and comforting to the bereaved. 
When we are prayerful we are humble, obedient, of a forgiving nature. 
To have a prayerful desire is to open our bosom for the spirit of love to 
pervade it; and where love abounds there is no hatred, envy, strife, or 
jealousy, but all is peace, joy, and happiness. 

‘* Prayer is the soul’s sincere desire, uttered or unexpressed ; 
The motion of a hidden fire that trembles in the breast.” 

What a soothing calm influence a fervent prayer produces! It inclines 
us to love all men, even our enemies. We should be regular in our habits 
of prayer; it is aduty enjoined upon us. If we loveour Heavenly Father, 
if we appreciate the sufferings our Savior endured for us, we will pray 
often; our supplications will daily ascend to the Throne of Grace. It 
makes our reflections partake of a heavenly nature, and our hopes to 
reach beyond the grave to the time when we shall arrive at that state of. 
perfection which will entitle us to dwell in heavenly mansions prepared 
for us by our Savior. 

‘*Oh, how praying rests the weary ! 
Prayer will change the night to day; 
So when life gets dark and dreary, 
Don’t forget to pray.” 

Jesus set a grand example in prayer. Often He retired in secret to 
pray, choosing such places as the tops of mountains and other sacred 
spots. In meditation and prayer He took great consolation. When in 
the Garden of Gethsemane he was in such agony that Hig sweat fel] as’ 
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drops of blood on the ground He prayed earnestly and an angel from 
Heaven came and strengthened Him. His prayer on the cross while 
suffering excruciating pain should ever be remembered by us; so we 
should pray for those who despitefully use or persecute us. 

Our Savior taught us to watch and pray, to combine our faith with 
works. When we are prayerful we are putting on our armor—guarding 
ourselves against the onslaught of the adversary. 

Let us not weary in well doing, nor neglect our duty to God and man. 
Pray daily. Prayer is a safeguard, a protection which should be prized 
by the feeble and the strong, the old and the young. How beautiful to 
witness a lovely innocent child with closed eyes, uplifted hands, and head 
reverently bowed in sweet simplicity, offering a supplication to our 
Heavenly Father. Our beloved Savior said: “Except ye be converted, and 


become as little children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven.” 


Let us reflect upon these words; let them never be effaced from our 
memories, they should be written on the heart of every Christian. The 
life of all true followers of Jesus should resemble in purity that of a little 
child. If we walk in such a path we are truly on the road which leads to 
that place of rest which all are desirous of reaching. R. AVESON. 


METHODISM AND MORMONISM. 
SOME THOUGHTS PENNED BY AN EX-METHODIST WHO HAS BECOME A 
LATTER-DAY SAINT. 

May I trouble the readers of your excellent little journal, with a few 
thoughts and reflections which have come into my mind since I joined 
the Church. I was a Methodist, and while acknowledging many human 
imperfections, I strove to be an honest one, as I certainly was a sincere 
one. One evening at a friend’s house I met a Mormon missionary, and 
entered freely into conversation with him, imagining in my ignorance 
that [ could easily refute him and his creed. I never was so deceived in 
my life, for his first question completely bothered me, it was this: “Whom 
do you wish to follow, Jesus Christ or John Wesley?” I could only give 
him one answer, viz: Jesus Christ. “Very well,” he then said, “thus far 
we are agreed. Now, what is your rule of faith, is it God’s word (the 
Bible) or the rules and opinions of the Methodist Conference?” I said, 
the Bible, most assuredly. Taking a Bible out of his pocket he proceeded 
to unfold the Gospel plan so plainly laid down in that book, but only 
plain to those who can see; I was blind, blinded by the errors of ages 
and the dust of superstition, yet as he proceeded, my eyes began to be 
opened. At the close of our conversation he said with a smile, “I do not 
ask you to join my church, which I claim to be God’s Church and Christ’s 
Church, but I entreat you to think about it, read about it, and pray about 
it, especially the latter, for no man can truly say that Jesus is the Christ 
except by the Holy Spirit, and no man by searching can find out God, 
and no man by his own unaided wisdom knows, or can know, which is the 
true Church of the living God. 

I did think, I did read, and I did pray, often and fervently, the result 
being that God showed me by His Spirit what I ought todo; which was 
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to seek out this Elder and ask him to baptize me for the remission of my 
sins. It was speedily noised abroad that I had become a Mormon. Had 
I been accused of being an immoral man, a forger, a thief, orya house- 
breaker, I do not believe that my erstwhile brethren, would, have either 
hated or shunned me as they did. To them I appeared as a religious 
leper—exactly, what Jesus seemed to the priests and pharisees;of his day, 
and the more modern priests were as eager to crucify as those of old. 
One day on the outskirts of the city I met my old class leader—in his 
way a really good man—who stopped and said: “So'’youhave"turned 
Mormon!” He did not speak unkindly, but rather sadly. I replied: “If 
you mean that I have joined the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints, you are quite right, the world calls us Mormons!” “Qh,” said he, 
“well are you happy? I thought you were happy in Methodism, were you 
not?” I answered that I was happy in Methodism at all events for a 
time. “Well then,” said he, “where is the difference and the need of 
change?” “Ah,” said I, “when I was a child (in knowledge) I was pleased 
with childish things, but now I have come to manhood and into the full 
light of Gospel truth. I will illustrate what I mean in this way. When 
I was a little boy my father gave me some toy sovereigns worth about 
twopence a dozen. I was as well pleased with them as if they had been 
gold. I now know better and must have the genuine article. In this 
way Methodism pleased me in the past, but could not possibly do so now.” 

I also said: “I hope you will not misunderstand me, it is true I have 
left, and forever, the husks of man-made creeds, to feed on the luscious 
food of the perfect Gospel, but my love for you, and all my brethren has 
not diminished. In my heart I have no feeling but pity and love. God 
who alone judges the hearts of men knows that my earnest desire is to lead 
one and all into the narrow way that leads to eternal life. John Wesley 
was, I believe, a truly good man. Many of his followers, are good men 
and women. But there are good Catholics, good Mohammedans, good ~ 
Infidels. God loves the good everywhere. That has nothing to do with 
the Gospel, the true and perfect Gospel. Paul says, Galatians i: 8: ‘But 
though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other Gospel unto you, 
than that which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed.’” 

“What,” said he (almost angrily) “do we not preach the Gospel in our 
chapels?” I replied: “You certainly do not, and, what is more, no Meth- 
odist minister durst do it. Let any minister read the second chapter of 
Acts, which contains the first Gospel sermon ever preached after the 
ascension of the Savior; let him expound it, and say that it is not only 
true, but essential to salvation; let him dare to do this, and continue to 
do so, and he would be expelled from the ministry.” My old leader stared 
at me, and seemed dazed. I invited him to visit me, and we would read 
the Bible together and pray to God together for wisdom and guidance. 
He gave me no answer, but turned away with a deep sigh. I offered my 
hand which he took in a cold and listless manner, and we parted. 

My heart bled for him, and I turned away sorrowing, yet not without 
hope, for the beautiful Gospel now perfectly restored showed me clearly 
how he and all good men may yet be saved. | S. A. 


